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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 15-17, 20-22, 24-25, 31 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Bareis US 5,617,407 ("Bareis") (IDS) in view of Janek et al US 
6,253,176 B1 ("Janek"). 

As to claim 15 and 33, Bareis discloses a method and system for 
voice recognition, comprising: 

storing items of multimedia data on a storage medium (Abstract); 

Bareis discloses assigning items of text data respectively to the 
items of multimedia data (col. 4, In 9-25) 

Bareis does not explicitly disclose the items of text data 
respectively having graphemes, assigning the graphemes of the text data to respective 
phonemes or using the items of text data with phonemes assigned thereto as a 
vocabulary of a voice recognition device; 
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However, these features are well known as is evidenced by Janek 

who teaches: 

the items of text data respectively having graphemes (col. 5, In 

48-56) 

assigning the graphemes of the text data to respective phonemes 
(col. 5, In 48-56, col. 9, In 14-32) 

using the items of text data with phonemes assigned thereto as a 
vocabulary of a voice recognition device (col. 5, In 48-56, col. 9, In 14-32). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a system wherein the items of text data respectively 
have graphemes, assigning the graphemes of the text data to respective phonemes and 
using the items of text data with phonemes assigned thereto as a vocabulary of a voice 
recognition device so as to associate identifying information in form of phonetic 
sequences to the text (Janek, col. 5, In 48-56), for easy command recognition (Janek, 
col. 1 1 , In 14-46) and to facilitate a high recognition rate of input data (Janek, col. 1 1 , In 
60 - col 12, In 8) respectively. 

As to claim 16, Bareis discloses the method according to claim 15, 
wherein the multimedia data is audio data and the storage medium is a CD (Abstract, 
col. 6, In 47-56). 

As to claim 17, Bareis discloses the method according to claim 16, 
wherein the text data assigned to the audio data is stored on the CD as CD text (col. 5, 
In 11-26). 
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As to claim 20, Bareis discloses the metliod according to claim 1 5, 
wherein the multimedia data is video data (Abstract). 

As to claim 21, Bareis discloses the method according to claim 15, 
wherein the storage medium is a DVD (col. 1, In 10-25). 

As to claim 22, Bareis discloses the method according to claim 15, 
wherein the text data is stored In a directory on the storage medium (contents, text, col. 
5, In 11-26). 

As to claim 24, Bareis discloses the method according to claim 15, 
wherein the text data contains the name of the artists and/or the titles of the multimedia 
data to which it is assigned (title choices, col. 5, In 5-26). 

As to claim 25, Bareis discloses the method according to claim 15, 
further comprising controlling a multimedia device via the voice recognition device (col. 
1, In 10-17). 

As to claim 31, Bareis discloses a system which is set up to 
implement a method according claim 15 (col. 1, In 10-17). 

3. Claims 18-19, 23, and 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Bareis in view of Janek as applied to claim 15 above, and 
further in view of Csicsatka US PGPUB 2003/0158737 A1 ("Csicsatka"). 

As to claim 18, Bareis and Janek disclose the method according to 

claim 15, 
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Bareis and Janek do not explicitly disclose wherein the multimedia 
data is MPS audio data. 

However, this feature is well known as is evidenced by Csicsatka 

who teaches: 

wherein the multimedia data is MPS audio (par. [0008] - [0009]) 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a system wherein the multimedia data is MPS audio so 
as to facilitate identification of descriptive textual information relating to the audio file 
and for better quality (Csicsatka, par. [0009]) 

As to claim 19, Bareis, Janek and Csicsatka disclose the method 
according to claim 18, 

Bareis and Janek do not explicitly disclose wherein the multimedia 
data is MPS audio data and wherein the text data is stored in a playlist. 

However, this feature is well known as is evidenced by Csicsatka 

who teaches: 

wherein the text data is stored in a playlist (fig 2). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a system wherein the text data is stored in a playlist so 
as to help the user identify textual information relevant to the audio (Csicsatka, par. 
[0009]) 

As to claim 23, Bareis and Janek disclose the method according to 
claim 15 and a text data. 
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Bareis and Janek do not explicitly disclose wherein the text data is 
obtained for the multimedia data from a central database 

However, these features are well known as is evidenced by Csicsatka 

who teaches: 

wherein the text data is obtained for the multimedia data from a central 
database ([0043]) 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a system wherein the text data is obtained for the 
multimedia data from a central database so as to facilitate identification of the audio file 
(Csicsatka, Abstract, par. [0017])). 

As to claim 26, Bareis and Janek disclose the method according to 

claim 15, 

Bareis and Janek do not explicitly disclose wherein the text data is at 
least partially converted in a text-to-voice conversion and is output acoustically. 

However, this feature is well known as is evidenced by Csicsatka who 

teaches: 

wherein the text data is at least partially converted in a text-to-voice 
conversion and is output acoustically (par. [0054]) 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a system wherein the text data is at least partially 
converted in a text-to-voice conversion and is output acoustically so as to generate an 
audio voice tag (Csicsatka, par. [0054]) 
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As to claim 27, Bareis and Janek discloses the method according to claim 
1 5 and a text data, 

Bareis and Janek do not explicitly disclose wherein the text data is 
obtained for the multimedia data from a central database 

However, these features are well known as is evidenced by Csicsatka 

that teaches: 

wherein the text data is obtained for the multimedia data from a central 
database ([0043]) 

At the time of the Invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a system wherein the text data is obtained for the 
multimedia data from a central database so as to facilitate identification of the audio file 
(Csicsatka, Abstract, par. [0017])) 

As to claim 28, Bareis, Janek and Csicsatka disclose the method 
according to claim 27, 

Bareis and Janek do not explicitly disclose wherein the text data is 
obtained for the multimedia data from a central database or wherein the text data 
contains the name of the artists and/or the titles of the multimedia data to which it is 
assigned (par. [0040]). 

However, these features are well known as is evidenced by Csicsatka 

that teaches: 

wherein the text data contains the name of the artists and/or the titles 
of the multimedia data to which it is assigned (par. [0040]) 
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At the time of tlie invention, it would liave been obvious to one of 
ordinary sl^ill in the art to utilize a system wherein the text data contains the name of the 
artists and/or the titles of the multimedia data to which it is assigned so as to facilitate 
identification of the audio file (Csicsatka, Abstract, par. [0017])) 

As to claim 29, Bareis, Janek and Csicsatka disclose the method according 

to claim 28, 

Bareis discloses further controlling a multimedia device via the voice 
recognition device (col. 1, In 10-17). 

As to claim 30, Bareis, Janek and Csicsatka disclose the method according 

to claim 29, 

Bareis discloses wherein the text data is at least partially converted in a 
text-to-voice conversion and is output acoustically (col 5, In 11-26). 

4. Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Bareis in view of Janek as applied to claim 31 above, and further in view of Dygert et al 
US PGPUB 2002/0048224 Al . 

As to claim 32, Bareis discloses the system according to claim 31 , and 
wherein the system is a CD player or a DVD player (col. 1, In 10-25) and a car (col. 1, In 
46-52). 

Bareis does not explicitly disclose wherein the system is a car radio. 
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However, this feature is well known as is evidenced by Dygert who 

teaches: 

the system is a car radio 
At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 

skill in the art to utilize a system wherein the system is car, a car radio so as to provide 
textual information regarding audio along with the audio to a car user (Dygert, par. 
[0012]) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OLUJIMI A. ADESANYA whose telephone number is 
571-270-3307. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7.30a. m - 
5.00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, RICHEMOND DORVIL can be reached on 571-272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



